
 

As of 7 June 2021, following the completion of the demerger of high-quality export thermal coal operations from Anglo American, Thungela has 
successfully listed on the Johannesburg and London stock exchanges. As such, we will now legally change our name from Anglo Operations 
Proprietary Limited (“AOPL”) to Thungela Operations Proprietary Limited (“TOPL”) 
Thungela offers investors access to a high-quality thermal coal business with low cash cost and high-margin assets, as well as a strong balance 

sheet, underpinned by a robust environmental, social and governance (“ESG”) framework Thungela owns interests in and produces thermal coal 

predominantly from six collieries located in Mpumalanga, South Africa. The business address has changed to 25 Bath Avenue; Rosebank; 2196; 

South Africa however, the specific mines addresses remain unchanged. It is important to note that the legal name change from Anglo Operations 

(Pty) Ltd to Thungela Resources (Pty) Limited will officially be effective early 2022. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Goedehoop Colliery is a division of Thungela Resources previously known as Anglo American Coal 

South Africa (“AACSA”), situated approximately 15 - 25 km south-east of eMalahleni in the Mpumalanga 

Province, and is one of the largest mining complexes in Mpumalanga. It falls within the Steve Tshwete 

Local Municipality of the Nkangala District. The site covers an area of over 20 000 ha and is located in 

the Olifants river catchment within the Upper Olifants river management area (WMA 4) which forms part 

of the Witbank Dam catchment area. 

Goedehoop Colliery comprises of two (2) sections namely North Section (previously known as Bank 

Colliery) and South Section (previously known as Goedehoop Colliery), operated under the mining 

rights with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (“DMRE”) reference numbers MP 

30/5/1/2/2/ 143) MR and MP 30/5/1/2/2/1 (122) MR, respectively. Although Kleinfontein is located near 

the South Section it operates under its own mining right with the Department of Mineral Resources and 

Energy (“DMRE”) reference number MP 30/5/1/1/2/466 MR. All these mining rights have approved 

Environmental Management Programmes (“EMPr”) in terms of Section 39 (6) of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (“MPRDA”, as amended. 

Kleinfontein extension is an addendum to the approved Goedehoop Colliery EMPr and is connected to 

the operational Goedehoop Colliery via existing underground workings i.e. Block 20 underground 

extension and a proposed opencast operation i.e. Block 9 mini pit extension.  

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (“NEMA”), the amended NEMA 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 and the EMPr approval letter, the holder of the 

EMPr, Thungela Resources Limited. must assess its compliance with the conditions of the approved 

EMPr for its activities at Goedehoop Colliery South Section (Kleinfontein extension) on an annual basis. 

Thungela Resources Limited appointed Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited to assess the 

compliance of Goedehoop Colliery’s operation against conditions/commitments of the environmental 

authorisations and the EMPr issued and approved in terms of the NEMA and the MPRDA (for further 

details on the scope, please see Item 3 further below).  This report was compiled after completion of 

the above-mentioned virtual environmental audit, a limited site visit (conducted under lockdown level 1) 

and is hereby submitted to the competent authority in line with regulation 34(1)(b).   

2. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

2 . 1 .  N A T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  M A N A G E M E N T  A C T ,  1 9 8  ( A C T  1 0 7  O F  

1 9 9 8 ) ,  A S  A M E N D E D  ( “ N E M A ” )  

Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 states that the holder of an environmental authorisation 

must, for the period during which the environmental authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that 

compliance with the conditions of the environmental authorisation and the approved EMPr is audited 

and that an environmental audit report, prepared by an independent person, is submitted to the relevant 

competent authority, which in the case of Goedehoop Colliery South is the Department of Mineral 

Resources, Mpumalanga Regional Office.  The above-mentioned environmental audit report must 

determine the ability of the approved EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and 
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mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the mining operation on an ongoing basis and the 

level of compliance with the provisions of EA and the approved EMPr.   

With the amendment of the EIA Regulations, 2014, on 7 April 2014, regulation 54A was introduced.  

Regulation 54A (2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 which has also been amended1, further states that: 

“Where a right or permit issued in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 

2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) for ─ 

(a) Prospecting or exploration of a mineral or petroleum resource; or 

(b) Extraction and primary processing of a mineral or petroleum resource; 

and the associated Environmental Management Programme or Environmental Management Plan 

approved in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) 

is still in effect after 8 December 2014, the requirements contained in Part 3 of Chapter 5 of these 

Regulations apply to such Environmental Management Programmes or Environmental Management 

Plans and the first environmental audit report must be submitted to the competent authority by a date 

to be published by Notice in the Government Gazette”. ”. 

Goedehoop Colliery South’s approved amended EMPr were valid after 8 December 2014 and as such 

remain valid. Therefore, the requirements of regulation 54A (2) read with regulation 34(1) of the 

amended EIA Regulations, 2014 are relevant to the operation.   

In view of the above and in complying with the above approval conditions of the EMPrs and relevant 

regulations of the NEMA EIA Regulations, a compliance assessment for Goedehoop Colliery South’s 

approved EMPRs and NEMA EA are undertaken. 

3. SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT 

The purpose of this assessment is to undertake an audit in terms of section 24N(7)(d) of NEMA read 

with regulation 34 of the NEMA EIA Regulations in order to verify the Mine’s compliance with and 

adequacy of the following environmental authorisation and EMPRs –  

Environmental Management Programmes: 

• Addendum for Goedehoop Colliery South (Kleinfontein extension) approved on the 16 May 

2019, with DMR reference no.: MP 30/5/1/1/2/466 MR; 

A copy of this document is available on request. 

The environmental audit was conducted to determine the level of performance against and compliance 

of the mining operation with the provisions of the issued approved EMPr. The audit was conducted to 

further determine the ability of the measures contained in the EMPr to sufficiently provide for the 

avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with Goedehoop Colliery 

South (Kleinfontein extension)’s mining operation and associated surface infrastructure and activities. 

In view of the above, the scope of this compliance assessment is as follows: 

 
 

1 Government Notice R599 in Government Gazette 43358 of 29 May 2020 
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• To report on the compliance of the mine with the conditions, commitments and/or mitigation 

measures in the EMP and the extent to which the avoidance, management and mitigation 

measures provided for in the EMPr, achieve the objectives and outcomes of the EMPr; 

• To identify and assess any new impacts and risks arising from the Goedehoop Colliery South 

(Kleinfontein extension) mining activities; 

• To evaluate the effectiveness of the EMPr; 

• To identify any inadequacies in the EMPr; and 

• To identify the need for any changes to the avoidance, management and mitigation measures 

provided for in the EMPr. 

4. METHODOLOGY ADOPTED IN PREPARING THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT 

4 . 1 .  A U D I T  T E A M   

 

Auditor 1: Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane (Pr.Sci.Nat. & Registered EAP) 

Professional Registration Numbers: 

SACNASP Registration: 117080 

EAPASA Registration: 2019/1763 

IAIA Membership No.: 3847 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Cell No.: 082 498 1847 

Email.: tshepo@geovicon.co.za 

Experience of the Auditor 

Mr. O.T. Shakwane obtained his BSc (Microbiology and Biochemistry) from the University of Durban 

Westville in 1994 and completed his honours degree in Microbiology in 1995.  Mr O.T. Shakwane has 

also completed short courses on environmental law, environmental impact assessment, environmental 

risk assessment and environmental management systems with a number of tertiary institutions. He has 

worked within the three state departments tasked with mining and environmental management i.e. 
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Department of Water and Sanitation (Gauteng and Mpumalanga Region), Department of Mineral 

Resources (Mpumalanga Region) and Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment 

(Gauteng Region). Mr. Shakwane has been in the consulting field since 2004 and has undertaken 

environmental audits for mining operations similar to Goedehoop Colliery South.  Mr. Shakwane is one 

of the auditors that audited Goedehoop Colliery South (Kleinfontein extension)’s compliance with their 

EMPr.  Mr. Shakwane has been involved in the field of environmental auditing for the past sixteen years.   

He is registered with the Environmental Assessment Practitioners Association of South Africa and South 

African Council for Natural Scientific Professions as an Environmental Assessment Practitioner and a 

Professional Natural Scientist in terms of section 24H of the National Environmental Management Act, 

(Act 107 of 1998) and section 20(3) of the Natural Scientific Professions Act, 2003 (Act 27 of 2003), 

respectively.  He is also a member of the International Association for Impact Assessment, South Africa.  

Auditor 2: Ms Reinnie Ntokozo Maseko 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Experience of the auditor: 

Ms Maseko obtained her BSc Degree in Geological Sciences (2018) as well as a BSc honours in 

Geological sciences (2019) from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Ms Maseko has since joined 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Ltd in 2020. Her responsibilities include but not limited to ensuring 

compliance with the legislation i.e. National Water Act, (No: 36 of 1998), National Environmental 

Management Act, (No: 107 of 1998), National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act: 59 of 2008), 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act: 39 of 2004) and other Legislative 

Developments. He is also involved in Application of Integrated Water Use Licenses, conducting of 

internal and external Water Use Licenses audits as well as Environmental Management Programmes 

(EMPr), Compiling and updating of Integrated Water and Wastewater Management Plans (IWWMP). 

She also conducts monthly environmental inspections at several mining companies. Ms Maseko is one 

of the auditors that audited Goedehoop Colliery (South) compliance with their EAs and EMPrs. 

 F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  R E P O R T I N G  

In terms of regulation 34(2)(d) of the NEMA EIA Regulations “the environmental audit report 

contemplated in sub-regulation (1) must be conducted and submitted to the competent authority at 

intervals as indicated in the environmental authorisation”. Goedehoop Colliery South (Kleinfontein 

extension) is operated under an EMPr approved in terms of the MPRDA. The approval letter of the 

EMPr, states that the required auditing frequency for the approved EMPr is annual.  
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 P E R I O D  T H A T  A P P L I E S  T O  T H I S  C O M P L I A N C E  A S S E S S M E N T  

The audit review period for this environmental audit report is April 2020 to March 2021. 

 P R O C E D U R E  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I A N C E  A S S E S S M E N T  

The following was used as a procedure for the compliance assessment i.e.: 

• Desktop assessment of the approved Goedehoop Colliery EMPrs and NEMA EAs.  The 

desktop assessment was used to list all commitments and conditions indicated in the EMPrs, 

and NEMA EAs.  Also, as part of the desktop assessment, we had access to previous audit 

reports in order to establish the “direction of travel” where possible (i.e., has the mine 

progressed or regressed in its compliance status). 

• The Environmental Audit was conducted by reviewing and abstracting the commitments 

(management and mitigation measures) from the approved EMPrs and conditions from the 

approved EAs in cases where the commitments had not yet been fulfilled, either because the 

applicable phase is not reached or some other reason, such has been indicated in this report. 

As described further below, we also had extensive electronic interviews with the relevant 

Goedehoop Colliery personnel. These interviews were held over a period of two (2) days, a day 

comprising at least six hours. 

• To assess the compliance with the conditions and commitments of the EAs and EMPrs and 

reach our findings, we conducted extensive interviews with the mine personnel. We also 

reviewed comprehensive documentation which was provided by the mine on a collaboration 

platform.  

• Additional to the audit interview, a site visit was undertaken to confirm the state of compliance 

at the mine site. The above-mentioned site visit was however, used to finalise the audit findings 

from the virtual audit and no inconsistencies were identified between comprehensive virtual and 

site visits. 

• In addition to assessing the compliance to commitments, the adequacy of the information was 

also assessed through evaluating activities and verifying such against the descriptions and risk 

assessments provided in the EMPrs, and whether location specific risks and the necessary 

specialist assessments had been considered. 

 E V A L U A T I O N  C R I T E R I A  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I A N C E  A S S E S S M E N T  

Evaluation criteria used during the compliance assessment include the following: 

• Are the measures and structures as indicated in the environmental management programme 

in place? 

• Are the measures adequate and structures maintained, and at what frequency? 

• Has the monitoring as indicated in the environmental management programme been 

conducted? (Data, reports). 

• Is the reported frequency of the monitoring in accordance with the environmental management 

programme? (Reports) 

• Determining whether any new measures are required to prevent or mitigate the existing 

environmental impacts and/or other potential impacts. 
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Evaluation of the appropriateness and adequacy of the EMPr included the following: 

• Compliance with relevant laws pertaining to the environment. 

• Compliance of mining and associated activities with the EMPr.  (Is the mine conducting 

activities that are not indicated in the EMPr) 

 R A T I N G  O F  F I N D I N G S  

The compliance category was rated as indicated in the table below: 

Compliance category Findings 

Condition/mitigation measure/commitment has been achieved with 

evidence provided in the form of a document.  
Compliant 

The failure to comply with, or satisfy the requirements of an 

applicable condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure. When 

site visits are finally conducted, non-compliances will include 

instances where although the current condition or mitigation measure 

has been achieved, there have been new impacts and risks arising 

from the activity; whether the current measures are effective and 

whether there are any shortcomings which need to be address 

through changes in the systems or amendment of the EMPr.  

Non-Compliant 

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure is Not 

Applicable.  A “Not Applicable” finding is also noted in events where 

such condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure is either 

obsolete, alternative effective measure is utilised or commitment 

and/or mitigation measure is not yet relevant but is still relevant for 

future activities. 

Not applicable 

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure that does not 

require any specific action. 
Noted 

 

5 ASSUMPTIONS, UNCERTAINTIES AND GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 

Although all reasonable attempts were made to verify comments made during interviews held with 

relevant Goedehoop Colliery South (Kleinfontein extension) personnel as well as the review of 

documentation, it is assumed that such comments and documents provided are a true and accurate 

reflection of the audit.  

In an event where insufficient information was provided to support the verification of compliance status, 

the auditors’ general approach was to indicate that such commitments/conditions could not be verified, 

and as such, the findings will be noted as non-compliant. 
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6 EMPr RECOMMENDATION REPORT  

Regulation 34(4) of the NEMA EIA regulation, 2014 state the following 

Where findings of the Environmental Audit Report indicate: 

• insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of activity;  

• insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or EMPr and where 

applicable the closure plan;  

the holder of the must when submitting the environmental audit report to the competent authority in 

terms of sub regulation (1), submit recommendations to amend the EMPr or closure plan in order to 

rectify shortcomings identified in the environmental audit report and such recommendations must have 

been subjected to a public participation process as agreed to by the competent authority. 

Based on the findings no recommendations were proposed. 

7 RESULTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT  

Goedehoop Colliery South Kleinfontein Extension is not yet operational and hence none of the 

commitments in the approved EMPR are applicable. 
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 K L E I N F O N T E I N  E X T E N S I O N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M M E  A D D E N D U M  ( D M R  R E F E R E N C E  N O .  M P 3 0 / 5 / 1 / 1 / 2 / 4 6 6  M R )  

REF NO. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENT IMPACT COMMITMENT FINDING OBSERVATION/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

OPERATIONAL PHASE 

4.2.1 Geology Loss of mineral 
resources 

No management measures are proposed to mitigate the 
impact. 

Noted 
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. 

4.2.2 Soil and land capability The proposed extension will not have any impact on the soils 
and land capability of the area; therefore, no management 
measures are required. 

Noted 
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. 

4.2.3 Fauna and flora The proposed mining extent will have no impact on the fauna 
and flora of the proposed extension area. It is therefore not 
considered necessary to provide management measures. 
However, the Biodiversity Assessment and Action Plan for 
Bank Colliery provides mitigation measures that mining 
related impacts on especially valuable habitats and species 
for the broader mining area. 

Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

4.2.4 Surface water Decrease surface water 
quality and quantity 

Wherever possible, the surface water supply will be 
supplemented with water from the water pumped from 
underground mining sections and from the Return Water Dam 
and other pollution control dams to maximise the re-use of 
water. 

Not applicable 

 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

 

Quantities of water used for all major water users on the mine 
will be recorded and evaluated to determine where water 
waste occurs. 

Not applicable 

Any complaints of loss of water from surrounding landowners 
will be investigated and measures implemented to rectify the 
problem immediately. 

Not applicable 

A detailed water use licence process is currently being 
undertaken as part of the overall mine Integrated Water Use 
Licence Application which will determine the impact of the 
underground mining operation on water resources as well as 
all other related water issues. The study is being undertaken 
in parallel with this EMPR. 

Not applicable 

4.2.5 

 

Groundwater Decreased in the yield 
of local aquifers 

Water pollution at the shafts will be kept to a minimum by 
limiting the time that underground water is exposed to the 
open rock faces where mining takes place 

Not applicable 
The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

Underground water will continuously be pumped from the 
shafts to the Erikson dams as mining continues and does not 
leave the premises of the mine, since it is re-used within the 
mining area. 

Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

Groundwater boreholes will be monitored (water levels and 
water qualities) on a quarterly basis.  

Not applicable 
An extensive groundwater-monitoring network is 
established at Goedehoop Colliery for the whole mine 
taking the extension areas into consideration 
(Groundwater and surface water monitoring report was 
provided). It must be noted; however, that the 
underground mining activities associated with this EMPr 
were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment is not 
applicable yet. 

The extent of the cone of depression will be analysed 
accordingly. 

Not applicable 

If it is found that the mine causes a decrease in the yield of 
neighbour’s borehole, the mine will provide and alternative 
water source to the affected user.  However, the affected user 
must be able to prove scientifically that the mine is the cause 
of the reduced yield. 

Not applicable 
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A groundwater model will be undertaken to determine the 
direction and rate of movement of the affected groundwater. 

Not applicable 

4.2.6 

 

Air quality  The proposed mining extension will occur underground and 

therefore, have no impact on the surface air quality.  No 
management measures are required 

Noted 

The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. 

4.2.7 

 

Noise  There are no noise impacts associated with the proposed 
extension as mining is underground and no surface 
infrastructure is required. No management measures are 
required 

Noted 

The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. 

4.2.8 

 

Sites of Archaeological and Cultural 
Significance 

 No sensitive landscapes and sites of archaeological and 
cultural interest were identified on the project area.  No 
management measures are required 

Noted 
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. 

4.2.9 

 

Social impacts Continued    contribution    
to the socio-economic 
condition of the local 
area 

The mine will strive for successful implementation of the SLP. 
Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

The mine will assist where possible, local municipalities in 
developing economic development plans to create jobs Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

The mine will align its community development plans with the 

integrated development plan of the local and district 
municipalities. 

Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

4.2.10 

 

Alternative Land Use and Development 

Options 

 No management measures required for this No mitigation measure are required for this statement. 

DECOMMISSIONING AND CLOSURE 

4.2.11  Negative social and   
socio- economic 
Impacts as result of 
decommissioning and 

closure 

The mine will implement the SLP developed for Bank Colliery 

which addresses: 

• The processes pertaining to management of 
downscaling and retrenchment as per Regulation 
46(d) of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, 

• The establishment of the future forums, Mechanisms 
to ameliorate the social and economic impacts on 
individuals and mechanisms for the creation of 
alternative solutions and solutions for creating job 
security on closure of the mine. 

Not applicable 

The underground mining activities associated with this 
EMPr were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment 
is not applicable yet. 

4.2.12 

 

Monitoring and Management  The monitoring programme currently undertaken by Bank 
Colliery will be continued throughout the life of the mine. 
Surface water monitoring is carried out on a monthly basis, 
while groundwater monitoring is carried out on a quarterly 
basis by agreement with DWAF 

Not applicable 

An extensive groundwater-monitoring network is 
established at Goedehoop Colliery for the whole mine 
taking the extension areas into consideration 
(Groundwater and surface water monitoring report was 
provided). It must be noted; however, that the 
underground mining activities associated with this EMPr 
were not undertaken; therefore, this commitment is not 
applicable yet. 

During operation, the monitoring programme will monitor all 

significant impacts identified during the EIA. Management 
measures for all negative impacts will be determined in 
accordance with Best Available Technology. These 
management measures will be measurable and their 
effectiveness will be audited during the performance 
assessment or the EMP after approval 

Not applicable 
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The monitoring data will be documented, interpreted and 
reports on trends in the data will be submitted to DWAF on an 
annual basis 

Not applicable 

Should the water quality or the receiving surface water bodies 
and groundwater aquifers exceed the water quality 
objectives/target values set in the Water Use Licence 
(currently in progress), the reason for deterioration will first be 
investigated. If the quality cannot be improved, other 
alternatives or treatment options will be investigated. 

Not applicable 

After closure, a set of compliance sampling points will be 
chosen, as defined by DWAF. These sites should reflect the 
effectiveness of closure rehabilitation.  Generally, for a period 
of 1-3 years, surface grab samples are taken monthly. Later it 
may be possible to reduce the number of elements analysed. 
Groundwater will be analysed monthly for the first year after 
which it may be possible to reduce the sampling frequency to 
a quarterly basis.  The groundwater monitoring assesses any 
pollution plumes and seep. 

Noted 

The mine takes note of this condition. 

All Anglo Coal operations, including Bank Colliery, will adopt 
and implement a biodiversity management strategy. 
Guidelines have been developed in conjunction with the 
operations to assist them in the process. Bank Colliery's 
Biodiversity Action Plan identifies areas of potentially high 
biodiversity value and recommends management measures 
to conserve   and/or rehabilitate these areas. 

Not applicable 

The Biodiversity Action Plan, dated February 2014, and 
prepared by Digby Wells Environmental describes the 
integrated management plan which is the product of a 
synthesis of specialist recommendations regarding 
biodiversity and land management within the Goedehoop 
Colliery. However, the underground mining activities 
associated with this EMPr were not undertaken; 
therefore, this commitment is not applicable yet 
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8 DELIBERATIONS 

 A D E Q U A C Y  A N D  C O M P L I A N C E  W I T H  T H E  EM P R  

8.1.1 ADEQUACY OF THE EMPR  

The Environmental Management Programme is well written with clear objectives and management 

measures. No inadequacies were noted during the assessment. 

8.1.2 COMPLIANCE WITH THE EMPR COMMITMENTS  

No non-compliances were identified during the audit. 

9 CONCLUSION 

This environmental audit report was compiled to comply with the relevant legislative requirements 

specifically the NEMA, with the main objectives to report on the compliance status of the commitments and 

conditions, as well as the appropriateness and adequacy of the various EMPrs. This audit report will be 

submitted to the competent authority. Within 7 days of submission of this Audit Report to the competent 

authority (DMRE), Thungela Operations (Pty) Limited, Goedehoop Colliery South, must notify all potential 

and registered I&APs of the submission, and make this report immediately available to anyone on request 

and on a publicly accessible website. 

10 DISCLAIMER 

This report has been produced by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, with the skill and care normally 

exercised by a reasonable Independent Environmental Consultant during the rendering of the service. The 

service provided by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited should not be considered as a legal opinion of 

any kind but shall be a representation of the findings.  The work performed was based on the Client’s scope 

of work, time and resource allocations, as well as information provided by the Client. Any reference to 

legislation in this report should not be considered as a substitute for the provisions of such legislation. 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited ensures by all means, that information provided by management 

and/or representatives is correct and relevant, and that this report is based on information that could 

reasonably have been sourced within the time period allocated to the audit performed. It should not be 

assumed that all possible and applicable findings are included in this report as this report represents a 

sample of the audit. Therefore, should additional information become available, Geovicon Environmental 

(Pty) Limited reserves the right to amend its findings accordingly. 
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11 DECLARATION 

Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane of Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, hereby declares that he is an 

independent auditor and that Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited and himself have no business, 

financial, personal or other interest in this project in respect of which Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

is appointed. Furthermore, no circumstances exist that may compromise the objectivity of Geovicon 

Environmental (Pty) Limited, excluding fair remuneration for work performed in connection with this 

environmental audit.  

 

 

Signed:   Date:  05 December 2022        

O.T. Shakwane 

Managing Director 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

tshepo@geovicon.co.za 

www.geovicon.co.za 


