
 

As of 7 June 2021, following the completion of the demerger of high-quality export thermal coal operations from Anglo American, 
Thungela has successfully listed on the Johannesburg and London stock exchanges. As such, we will now legally change our 
name from Anglo Operations Proprietary Limited (“AOPL”) to Thungela Operations Proprietary Limited (“TOPL”) 
Thungela offers investors access to a high-quality thermal coal business with low cash cost and high-margin assets, as well as a 

strong balance sheet, underpinned by a robust environmental, social and governance (“ESG”) framework 

Thungela owns interests in and produces thermal coal predominantly from six collieries located in Mpumalanga, South Africa. 

The business address has changed to 25 Bath Avenue; Rosebank; 2196; South Africa however, the specific mines addresses 

remain unchanged. It is important to note that the legal name change from Anglo Operations (Pty) Ltd to Thungela Resources 

(Pty) Limited will officially be effective early 2022. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Goedehoop Colliery, is a division of Thungela Resources previously known as Anglo American Coal 

South Africa (“AACSA”), situated approximately 15 - 25 km south-east of eMalahleni in the Mpumalanga 

Province, and is one of the largest mining complexes in Mpumalanga. It falls within the Steve Tshwete 

Local Municipality of the Nkangala District. The site covers an area of over 20 000 ha and is located in 

the Olifants river catchment within the Upper Olifants river management area (WMA 4) which forms part 

of the Witbank Dam catchment area. 

Goedehoop Colliery comprises of two (2) sections namely North Section (previously known as Bank 

Colliery) and South Section (previously known as Goedehoop Colliery), operated under the mining 

rights with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (“DMRE”) reference numbers MP 

30/5/1/2/2/ 143) MR and MP 30/5/1/2/2/1 (122) MR, respectively. Although Bultfontein is located near 

the South Section it operates under its own mining right with the Department of Mineral Resources and 

Energy (“DMRE”) reference number MP30/5/1/2/2/(124) MR. All these mining right have an approved 

Environmental Management Programmes (“EMPr”) in terms of the largely repealed Section 39 (6) of 

the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (“MPRDA”). 

The Bultfontein Extension EMPr is an addendum to the Approved Goedehoop Colliery EMPr and only 

concerns the extension of the underground mining operations on Portion 1, MA3 on RE Portion 3, 

Portion of MA5 on RE of Portion 6, 10, 12, 13 (a Portion of Portion 9) and Portion 14 (a Portion of 

Portion 6) of the farm Bultfontein 187 IS. 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (“NEMA”), the amended NEMA 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 and the EMPr approval letter, the holder of the 

EMPr, Thungela Resources Limited must assess its compliance with the conditions of the approved 

EMPr for its activities at Goedehoop Colliery South Section (Bultfontein). 

Thungela Resources Limited appointed Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited to assess the 

compliance of Goedehoop Colliery’s operation against conditions/commitments of the environmental 

authorisations and the EMPr issued and approved in terms of the NEMA and the MPRDA (for further 

details on the scope, please see Item 3 further below). This report was compiled after completion of the 

above-mentioned virtual environmental audit, a limited site visit (conducted under lockdown level 1) and 

is hereby submitted to the competent authority in line with regulation 34(1)(b).  

2. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

2 .1 .  N A T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  M A N A G E M E N T  AC T ,  1998  (A C T  

107  O F  1998) ,  A S  A M E N D E D  ( “NEMA”)  

Section 24N(7)(d) of NEMA requires that the holder and any person issued with an Environmental 

Authorisation must monitor and audit compliance with the requirements of the EMPr. Regulation 34 of 

the EIA Regulations, 2014 states that the holder of an environmental authorisation must, for the period 

during which the environmental authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that compliance with the 

conditions of the environmental authorisation and the approved EMPr is audited and that an 

environmental audit report, prepared by an independent person, is submitted to the relevant competent 

authority, which in the case of Goedehoop Colliery is the Department of Mineral Resources, 

Mpumalanga Regional Office.  The above-mentioned environmental audit report must determine the 
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ability of the approved EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of 

environmental impacts associated with the mining operation on an ongoing basis and the level of 

compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.  

With the amendment of the EIA Regulations, 2014, on 7 April 2014, regulation 54A was introduced.  

Regulation 54A (2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 which has also been recently amended, under 

Government Notice 517 under Government Gazette 44701 published on 11 June 2021 further states 

that:  “Where a right or permit issued in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 

Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002)  

and the associated Environmental Management Programme or Environmental Management Plan 

approved in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) 

is still in effect after 8 December 2014, the requirements contained in Part 3 of Chapter 5 of these 

Regulations apply to such Environmental Management Programmes or Environmental Management 

Plans and where (a) the audit or performance assessment cycle of the Environmental Management 

Programme or Environmental Management Plan exceeds five years, an audit report will be required to 

be submitted at least every five years commencing from the date of submission of the last audit, for the 

period during which the right or permit remains in effect; or (b) no audit or performance assessment 

requirement was set in the Environmental Management Programme or Environmental Plan, an audit 

report required to be submitted to the competent authority no later than 7 December 2021 and at least 

every 5 years thereafter for the period during which the right or permit remains in effect.””. 

In view of the above and in complying with the above approval conditions of the EMPr and relevant 

regulations of the NEMA EIA Regulations, a compliance assessment for Goedehoop Colliery’s 

approved EMPrs are undertaken.  

3. SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT 

The purpose of this assessment is to undertake an audit in terms of section 24N(7)(d) of NEMA read 

with regulation 34 of the NEMA EIA Regulations in order to verify the Mine’s compliance with and 

adequacy of the following EMPr –  

Environmental Management Programme: 

• Goedehoop Colliery Addendum for Bultfontein Extension (DMRE Reference number. MP 

30/5/1/2/2/ (124MR)). 

A copy of this EMPr is available on request. 

The environmental audit was conducted to determine the level of performance against and compliance 

of the mining operation with the provisions of the approved EMPr. The audit was conducted to further 

determine the ability of the measures contained in the EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, 

management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with Goedehoop Colliery’s operation 

and associated surface infrastructure and activities. 

In view of the above, the scope of this compliance assessment is as follows: 

• To report on the compliance of the mine with the conditions, commitments and/or mitigation 

measures in the EMPr and the extent to which the avoidance, management and mitigation 

measures provided for in the EMPr, achieve the objectives and outcomes of the EMPr; 
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• To identify and assess any new impacts and risks arising from the Goedehoop Colliery mining 

activities; 

• To evaluate the effectiveness of the EMPr; 

• To identify any inadequacies in the EMPr’s;and 

• To identify the need for any changes to the avoidance, management and mitigation measures 

provided for in the EMPr. 

4. METHODOLOGY ADOPTED IN PREPARING THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUDIT REPORT 

4 .1 .  A U D I T  T E A M  A N D  S T A T E M E N T  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E  

Auditor 1: Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane (Pr.Sci.Nat. & Registered EAP) 

Professional Registration Numbers: 

SACNASP Registration: 117080 

EAPASA Registration: 2019/1763 

IAIA Membership No.: 3847 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Cell No.: 082 498 1847 

Email: tshepo@geovicon.co.za 

Experience of the Auditor 

Mr. O.T. Shakwane obtained his BSc (Microbiology and Biochemistry) from the University of Durban 

Westville in 1994, and completed his honours degree in Microbiology in 1995 Mr O.T. Shakwane has 

also completed short courses on environmental law, environmental impact assessment, environmental 

risk assessment and environmental management systems with a number of tertiary institutions. He has 

worked within the three state departments tasked with mining and environmental management i.e. 

Department of Water and Sanitation (Gauteng and Mpumalanga Region), Department of Mineral 

Resources (Mpumalanga Region) and Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment 

(Gauteng Region). Mr. Shakwane has been in the consulting field since 2004 and has undertaken 

environmental audits for mining operations similar to Goedehoop Colliery Mr. Shakwane is one of the 

auditors that audited Goedehoop Colliery’s compliance with their EMPr. Mr. Shakwane has been 

involved in the field of environmental auditing for the past sixteen years.  
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He is registered with the Environmental Assessment Practitioners Association of South Africa and South 

African Council for Natural Scientific Professions as an Environmental Assessment Practitioner and a 

Professional Natural Scientist in terms of section 24H of the National Environmental Management Act, 

(Act 107 of 1998) and section 20(3) of the Natural Scientific Professions Act, 2003 (Act 27 of 2003), 

respectively. He is also a member of the International Association for Impact Assessment, South Africa.  

Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane of Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, hereby declares that he is 

an independent auditor and that Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited and himself have no business, 

financial, personal or other interest in this project in respect of which Geovicon Environmental (Pty) 

Limited is appointed. Furthermore, no circumstances exist that may compromise the objectivity of 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, excluding fair remuneration for work performed in connection 

with this environmental audit. 

Auditor 2: Ms Reinnie Ntokozo Maseko 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Experience of the auditor: 

Ms Maseko obtained her BSc Degree in Geological Sciences (2018) as well as a BSc honours in 

Geological sciences (2019) from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Ms Maseko has since joined 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Ltd in 2020. Her responsibilities include but not limited to ensuring 

compliance with the legislation i.e. National Water Act, (No: 36 of 1998), National Environmental 

Management Act, (No: 107 of 1998), National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act: 59 of 2008), 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act: 39 of 2004) and other Legislative 

Developments. He is also involved in Application of Integrated Water Use Licenses, conducting of 

internal and external Water Use Licenses audits as well as Environmental Management Programmes 

(EMPr), Compiling and updating of Integrated Water and Wastewater Management Plans (IWWMP). 

She also conducts monthly environmental inspections at several mining companies. Ms Maseko is one 

of the auditors that audited Goedehoop Colliery (South) compliance with their EAs and EMPrs. 

4.2 F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  R E P O R T I N G  

Since Goedehoop Colliery did not provide an approval letter for the EMPr, which would determine the 

auditing frequency for the approved EMPr, it was assumed that the required frequency for the approved 

EMPr would be annually.  

In terms of regulation 34(2)(d) of the NEMA EIA Regulations “the environmental audit report 

contemplated in sub-regulation (1) must be conducted and submitted to the competent authority at 

intervals as indicated in the environmental authorisation”. In the NEMA environmental authorisations, 
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exemption and the approved EMPrs, no auditing frequency was indicated. In view of the above and in 

the absence the frequency of auditing specified in the environmental authorisation and compliance with 

the approved EMPr, the maximum auditing interval allowed is five years 

4.3 P E R I O D  T H A T  A P P L I E S  T O  T H I S  C O M P L I A N C E  A S S E S S M E N T  

. The audit review period for this environmental audit report is April 2021 to March 2022. 

4.4 P R O C E D U R E  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I A N C E  A S S E S S M E N T  

The following was used as a procedure for the compliance assessment i.e.: 

• Desktop assessment of the approved Goedehoop Colliery EMPrs and NEMA EAs. The desktop 

assessment was used to list all commitments and conditions indicated in the EMPrs, and NEMA 

EAs. Also, as part of the desktop assessment, we had access to previous audit reports in order 

to establish the “direction of travel” where possible (i.e., has the mine progressed or regressed 

in its compliance status). 

• The Environmental Audit was conducted by reviewing and abstracting the commitments 

(management and mitigation measures) from the approved EMPrs and conditions from the 

approved EAs in cases where the commitments had not yet been fulfilled, either because the 

applicable phase is not reached or some other reason, such has been indicated in this report. 

As described further below, we also had extensive electronic interviews with the relevant 

Goedehoop Colliery personnel. These interviews were held over a period of two (2) days, a day 

comprising at least six hours. 

• To assess the compliance with the conditions and commitments of the EAs and EMPrs and 

reach our findings, we conducted extensive interviews with the mine personnel. We also 

reviewed comprehensive documentation which was provided by the mine on a collaboration 

platform.  

• Additional to the audit interview, a site visit was undertaken to confirm the state of compliance 

at the mine site. The above-mentioned site visit was however, used to finalise the audit findings 

from the virtual audit and no inconsistencies were identified between comprehensive virtual and 

site visits. 

• In addition to assessing the compliance to commitments, the adequacy of the information was 

also assessed through evaluating activities and verifying such against the descriptions and risk 

assessments provided in the EMPrs, and whether location specific risks and the necessary 

specialist assessments had been considered. 

4.5 E V A L U A T I O N  C R I T E R I A  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I A N C E  

A S S E S S M E N T  

. Evaluation criteria used during the compliance assessment include the following: 

• Are the measures and structures as indicated in the environmental management programme 

and NEMA Environmental Authorisations in place? 

• Are the measures adequate and structures maintained, and at what frequency? 

• Has the monitoring as indicated in the environmental management programme and NEMA 

Environmental Authorisations been conducted? (Data, reports). 
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• Is the reported frequency of the monitoring in accordance with the environmental management 

programme and NEMA Environmental Authorisations? (Reports) 

• Determining whether any new measures are required to prevent or mitigate the existing 

environmental impacts and/or other potential impacts. 

Evaluation of the appropriateness and adequacy of the environmental management programme and 

NEMA Environmental Authorisations included the following: 

• Compliance with relevant laws pertaining to the environment. 

• Compliance of mining and associated activities with the EMPr and NEMA Environmental 

Authorisations. (Is the mine conducting activities that are not indicated in the EMPr and the 

Environmental Authorisations?) 

4.6 R A T I N G  O F  F I N D I N G S  

The compliance category was rated as indicated in the table below: 

Compliance category Findings 

Condition/mitigation measure/commitment has been achieved with 

evidence provided in the form of a document.  
Compliant 

The failure to comply with, or satisfy the requirements of an 

applicable condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure. When 

site visits are finally conducted, non-compliances will include 

instances where although the current condition or mitigation measure 

has been achieved, there have been new impacts and risks arising 

from the activity; whether the current measures are effective and 

whether there are any shortcomings which need to be address 

through changes in the systems or amendment of the EMPr.  

Non-Compliant 

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure is Not 

Applicable. A “Not Applicable” finding is also noted in events where 

such condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure is either 

obsolete, alternative effective measure is utilised or commitment 

and/or mitigation measure is not yet relevant but is still relevant for 

future activities; 

Not Applicable 

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation measure that does not 

require any specific action. 
Noted 
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5 ASSUMPTIONS, UNCERTAINTIES AND GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 

Although all reasonable attempts were made to verify comments made during interviews held with 

relevant Goedehoop Colliery personnel as well as the review of documentation, it is assumed that such 

comments and documents provided are a true and accurate reflection of the audit.  

6 EMPr RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

Regulation 34(4) of the EIA regulation, 2014 state the following 

Where findings of the Environmental Audit Report indicate: 

• insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of activity;  

• insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or EMPrs and where 

applicable the closure plan;  

The holder of the must when submitting the environmental audit report to the competent authority in 

terms of sub regulation (1), submit recommendations to amend the EMPr or closure plan in order to 

rectify shortcomings identified in the environmental audit report and such recommendations must have 

been subjected to a public participation process as agreed to by the competent authority. 

7 RESULTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT 

The results of the Environmental Audit are given in the Tables below. The table below outlines the EMPr 

for each of the authorised activities at Goedehoop Colliery. 
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7.1 G O E D E H O O P  C O L L I E R Y  B U L T F O N T E I N  E X T E N S I O N  A L I G N E D  E I A  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M M E  ( D M R  R E F E R E N C E  N U M B E R :  M P 3 0 / 5 / 1 / 2 / 2 /  ( 1 2 4 )  M R ) .  

GOEDEHOOP COLLIERY BULTFONTEIN EXTENSION ALIGNED EIA AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (DMRE REFERENCE NUMBER: MP30/5/1/2/2/(124) MR) 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMPONENT 
MITIGATION PRINCIPLE 

FINDINGS 

 
OBSERVATIONS/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

Note that Goedehoop Colliery is an existing mine, with existing old underground workings, access shafts and infrastructure. No 
environmental management for the construction phase is therefore necessary. 

Not applicable 
Construction phase for the activities associated with this EMPr was not 

required. 

OPERATIONAL PHASE 

6.2.1 Geology 
No measures can be implemented to manage the impact associated with the removal of the coal 
seams. 

Noted 
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 

from the mine. 

6.2.2 Topography 

In the event that surface subsidence occurs on dry land areas, the following actions will be 
undertaken: 

• Topsoil will be stripped to a minimum depth of 300 mm over the affected area. 

• The affected area will be shaped to be free draining. 

• The removed topsoil will be replaced over the area (minimum thickness = 300 mm). 

 

 

 

 

Not applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event that an area exhibits signs of subsidence, the area is 

fenced off to prevent access. The mine reviews all mine plans to 

determine if the area of subsidence in question corresponds with 

previously rehabilitated shafts or old underground workings. Should 

the area correspond with old shafts, the shaft is opened, backfilled, 

levelled and reshaped. Should the area of subsidence correspond with 

underground workings the following procedure if followed: 

• Areas identified are fenced off to prevent access to the areas. 

• Signs are erected to warn people of the dangers associated with the 

areas. 

• The extent of identified subsidence areas is evaluated on an annual 

basis as part of the annual subsidence fly over to determine whether 

the subsidence has stabilised. 

• Once the area has stabilised, backfilling, levelling and rehabilitation 

will occur. 

Subsidence areas that correspond with underground workings are 

rather surveyed annually than immediately repaired, due to the risk 

involved with entering such areas. Hence the aforementioned 

approach is followed. 

Based on the incident report, no subsidence was reported during this 
audit period. However, there was subsidence identified at the fire area 
block at an adjacent portion (portion 7) Bultfontein 187 IS identified in 
March 2020.  
 

Ensure that fractures on subsided area and after settlement of rehabilitated areas are properly 
rehabilitated: 
 

• The fractures will be excavated to a minimum depth of 1.6 meters (stockpiling the upper 
300mm topsoil separately) 

• Fractures will be backfilled using 150mm compacted layers to a minimum thickness of 0.6 
meters (compaction to be 93% MOD AASHTO). 

• The areas will be finally shaped, covered and seeded to conform to the surface 
surroundings using a minimum 300mm layer of topsoil. 

Not applicable 

6.2.3 Soil 

In the event that surface subsidence occurs on the mined-out areas, the following actions 
will be undertake: 

• Topsoil will be stripped to a minimum depth of 300 mm over the affected area. 

• The affected area will be shaped to be free draining. 

• The removed topsoil will be replaced over the area (minimum thickness = 300 mm). 

Not applicable 

Ensure that fractures on subsided area and after settlement of rehabilitated areas are properly 
rehabilitated: 
 

• Ensure that fractures on subsided area and after settlement of rehabilitated areas are 
properly rehabilitated 

• Fractures will be backfilled using 150mm compacted layers to a minimum thickness of 0.6 
meters (compaction to be 93% MOD AASHTO) 

• The areas will be finally shaped, covered and seeded to conform to the surface 
surroundings using a minimum 300mm layer of topsoil. 

Not applicable 

6.2.4 Land Capability See 6.2.3 above Not applicable 
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6.2.5 Land Use See 6.2.3 above Not applicable 

6.2.6 Natural Vegetation See 6.2.3 above Not applicable 

6.2.7 Animal Life 
Note that due to the previous grazing, crop production and mining land use, no significant animal 
populations occur on the Goedehoop Colliery Bultfontein Extension, thus no significant impacts 
were predicted. No mitigation measures will be undertaken during the operational phase. 

Noted  
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.8 Surface Water 
The actions described in section 6.2. 2 and 6.2.3 will ensure that the impacts that may occur on the 
surface water regime are minimised and or prevented. 

Noted 
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.9 Groundwater 

Underground: Mined out sections will be sealed off as soon as the sections is abandoned. The 
above will ensure that the areas are devoid of free oxygen hence reducing the ability of the pyrite to 
oxidize thus forming acid mine drainage.  

Compliant 

It was confirmed during the site visit that mined out areas are sealed 
off. Old incline and vertical shafts are rehabilitated at Goedehoop 
Colliery to minimise free oxygen in the underground workings and to 
reduce the potential of AMD. Photographic records of several 
rehabilitated areas were provided.  The following scope of work, 
relating to shaft rehabilitation, was provided by Goedehoop Colliery: 
 
Incline Shafts 
• A double brick wall bulk head filled with concrete was constructed 
approximately 10 meters of the shaft collar. 
• The upper portion of the shaft was backfilled to ground level with 
rubble, from demolished structures around the shaft. 
• The area was top soiled (500mm thick) and re-vegetated. 
Vertical shafts: 
• All roadways at the immediate pit bottom were sealed by double thick 
brick walls filled with concrete and rock. 
• Ladder ways were removed from the shafts after walls are completed. 
• Shafts were backfilled with rubble from restoration operations in the 
vicinity. 
• Concrete fans bases, housings etc. were used as fill material in the 
shafts. 
• A solid concrete slab was casted and slotted into the solid footing 
below the weathered formation. The final portion above the concrete 
slab was backfilled with topsoil (minimum 500 mm) and re-vegetated. 

Monitor ground and surface water around the affected areas to determine if there if any plume and 
if so, far how fast, far and the direction of the migration of the plume. This will further determine if 
decant is taking place. Compliant 

A Pollution plume report dated 13 December 2019 by Delta H was 
provided, which determined the speed and direction of the plume.  An 
updated groundwater and Geochem assessment is yet to be 
conducted; a quote has been issued by Delta H water system 
modelling (Pty) Limited to update the said studies.  

6.2.10 Air Quality 
No impact is predicted or will occur on the ambient air quality due to the underground mining on the 
Bultfontein extension area; as a result, no actions are necessary. 

Noted  
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.11 
Sensitive 
landscapes 

No impact is predicted or will occur on sensitive landscape due to the underground mining on the 
Bultfontein extension area; as a result, no actions are necessary. 

Noted  
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.12 
Noise and 
Vibration 

No impact is predicted or will occur due to the underground mining on the Bultfontein extension 
area; as a result, no actions are necessary. 

Noted  
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.13 
Visual 
Aspects 

No impact is predicted or will occur on the area due to the underground mining on the Bultfontein 
extension area; as a result, no actions are necessary. 

Noted  
The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.2.14 
Socio- 
Economic Impacts 

Goedehoop Colliery has a positive impact on the region’s economic welfare, due to the creation of 
employment and need for supporting industries. No management is necessary. 
 
 

Compliant 

For example, rehabilitated land is being leased to farmers in the area 
and that specific requirements to land use, including maintenance of 
rehabilitated areas, are included in the lease agreements.  

Goedehoop Colliery is actively involved in community development projects including the 
development of small-scale farming by providing landlords (on property owned by Anglo Operations 
Limited). 

Compliant 

6.2.15 
Interested 
and Affected 
Parties 

Goedehoop Colliery will ensure genial relationships with Interested and Affected 
parties by: 
 

a) Recording all complaints received in complaints register, to be kept at the mine. 
 

 
Compliant 

All complaints received by the mine are loaded onto the Enablon 
system and assigned to the responsible mine department. 
Environmental complaints are sent to the Environmental Department 
for response and action.  

b) Interested and affected party meetings will be held on a six-monthly basis. An attendance 
registers and minutes of the meetings will be taken. 

Not applicable 

It is noted that Goedehoop Colliery started a farmers day initiative 
where they meet with the farmers on an annual basis; the meeting 
ceased in 2020 due to the Covid-19 lockdown; however, from August 
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c) Keeping and making available all minutes of any meetings between Goedehoop Colliery 
and Interested and Affected parties. 

Not applicable 

2021 to August 2022 gathering prohibitions were lifted but no proof of 
meeting records/minutes was provided. In addition to this, proof of 
meeting with other interested and affected parties besides farmers was 
not provided. However, the Bultfontein extension is not under 
operational phase. 

6.2.16 
Historical 
and Cultural 
Aspects 

No impact is predicted or will occur on cultural aspects due to the underground mining on the 
Bultfontein extension area; as a result, no actions are necessary. Noted 

The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

Decommissioning and Closure 

6.3.1 
Environmental, 
Social and Cultural 
Impact Assessment 

Impacts of all aspects identified during the operational phase will continue during the 
decommissioning phase, hence all mitigation and environmental management programmes planned 
for the operational phase will be continued throughout the decommissioning phase. 
 
No significant additional impacts are predicted to occur during the decommissioning phase. No 
additional mitigation measures will be necessary. 

Noted 

The mine is aware and take cognizance of this. No actions required 
from the mine. 

6.4.1 

Ongoing Seepage 
Control 

The flow in the coal seam will be directed towards the underground mining area during this stage of 
mining, and pumped to the surface. The exposed coal will thus not be flooded, and very little 
groundwater pollution is expected. Some groundwater pollution might take place during this stage 
if smaller abandoned mining areas are allowed to flood. However, with the main flow directed 
towards the mining area, the effect of such pollution is expected to be small. As the elevation of the 
river is above the coal seam, there is little chance that decanting will occur from the underground 
workings during mining. 

Noted 

No mitigation measure has been provided. However, an updated 

groundwater and Geochem assessment is yet to be conducted; a 

quote has been issued by Delta H water system modelling (Pty) 

Limited to update the said studies. 

Long Term Stability 

The use of a proper safety factors for the remaining pillars will ensure that the overlaying strata 
maintain a long-term stability. No surface subsidence is therefore expected, and the area will remain 
free draining. 

Compliant 

A panel risk assessment is undertaken by the mining engineers, for 
every area to be mined, to determine if standard safety factor is still 
applicable to an area. The following primary factors are used to 
determine and monitor the safety for each area: 
• Pillar Stability, 
• Pillar Load, 
• Coal Pillar Strength, 
• Pillar width to height ratio, 
• Pillar factor of safety, 
• Multi-seam consideration, and 
• Shallow mining. 

Final Land Use 

To manage the effects of the mining activity on the environment using the principle of BAT such 
that, on attaining closure, the mining area will have been restored to a condition which approximates 
pre-mining conditions or such that it is suitable or safe for agricultural and or wilderness use. 

 

Not applicable 

 

There were no surface activities at Bultfontein or surface infrastructure; 
therefore, no rehab necessary as nothing was disturbed. 
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8 DELIBERATIONONS 

8.1 A D E Q U A C Y  A N D  CO M P L I A N C E  W I T H  T H E  A L I G N E D  EIA  A N D  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  MA N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M M E  

8.1.1 ADEQUACY OF THE GOEDEHOOP COLLIERY SOUTH BULTFONTEIN  

The Goedehoop Colliery EMPr Amendment document Goedehoop Colliery Bultfontein Extension 

Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Management Programme, was assessed not only 

for Goedehoop Colliery’s compliance towards the commitments as contained within the document, but also 

the adequacy of the document towards the operations undertaken at Goedehoop Colliery. 

The assessment of the adequacy of the EMPr Addendum found the following: 

• The auditor is of the opinion that the EMPr sufficiently provides for the avoidance, management 

and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the mining activities at Bultfontein. 

 

8 . 1 .2  COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS GOEDEHOOP COLLIERY EMPR 

ADDENDUM  

Chapter 5.1 provides the partial- and non-compliances as recorded against the specific mitigation 

measures. A summary of the key concerns is provided below: 

• Goedehoop Colliery must ensure that genial relationships with interested and affected parties by: 

(b) recording all complaints received in complaints register, to be kept at the mine and interested 

and affected party meetings will be held on a six-monthly basis. An attendance registers and 

minutes of the meetings will be taken; and c) keeping and making available all minutes of any 

meetings between Goedehoop Colliery and Interested and Affected parties. Goedehoop Colliery 

started a farmers day initiative where they meet with the farmers on an annual basis; the meeting 

ceased in 2020 due to the Covid-19 lockdown; however, from August 2021 to August 2022 

gathering prohibitions were lifted but no proof of meeting records/minutes was provided. 

9 CONCLUSION 

This environmental audit report was compiled to comply with the relevant legislative requirements 

specifically the NEMA, with the main objectives to report on the compliance status of the commitments and 

conditions, as well as the appropriateness and adequacy of the various EMPr. This audit report will be 

submitted to the competent authority. Within 7 days of submission of this Audit Report to the competent 

authority (DMRE), Thungela Operations (Pty) Limited, Goedehoop Colliery, must notify all potential and 

registered I&APs of the submission, and make this report immediately available to anyone on request and 

on a publicly accessible website. 

It is recommended that should it be necessary, Goedehoop Colliery South Bultfontein must review the EMPr 

only if there will be future planned activities. 

10 DISCLAIMER 

This report has been produced by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, with the skill and care normally 

exercised by a reasonable Independent Environmental Consultant during the rendering of the service. The 
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service provided by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited should not be considered as a legal opinion of 

any kind but shall be a representation of the findings. The work performed was based on the Client’s scope 

of work, time and resource allocations, as well as information provided by the Client. Any reference to 

legislation in this report should not be considered as a substitute for the provisions of such legislation. 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited ensures by all means, that information provided by management 

and/or representatives is correct and relevant, and that this report is based on information that could 

reasonably have been sourced within the time period allocated to the audit performed. It should not be 

assumed that all possible and applicable findings are included in this report as this report represents a 

sample of the audit. Therefore, should additional information become available, Geovicon Environmental 

(Pty) Limited reserves the right to amend its findings accordingly.  

 

11 DECLARATION 

 

Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane of Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, hereby declares that he is an 

independent auditor and that Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited and himself have no business, 

financial, personal or other interest in this project in respect of which Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

is appointed. Furthermore, no circumstances exist that may compromise the objectivity of Geovicon 

Environmental (Pty) Limited, excluding fair remuneration for work performed in connection with this audit. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  Date: 05 December 2022 

O.T. Shakwane 

Managing Director 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

tshepo@geovicon.co.za 

www.geovicon.co.za 

 


